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also, the result of Sunday school 
instruction has answered the most 
sanguine expectation, numbering a- 
mong the objects who enjoy its be- 
nefits, not merely children but adults 
and persons far advanced in years. 

In order to show the objects of this 
institution, the following extracts from 
the general rules of the society are 
subjoined. 

2d. The object of this society is to 
promote the establishment and facili- 
ute the conducting of Sunday schools 
in Ireland. 

3d. The society proposes to accom- 
plish the object of their institution, 
by procuiing and disseminating the most 
approved plans of conducting Sunday 
schools, by supplying them with 
spelling books and copies of the sacred 
Scriptures, at leduced prices, and 
by contributing to defray the expenses 
of such schools where necessary, with- 
out however inteifering with their 
internal regulations, and as to religious 
instruction, confining themselves sole- 
ly tothesacied Scriptures or extracts 
therefrom. 

4th. That this society shall receive 
subscriptions however small, and that 
a subsciiption of one guinea annually 
shall constitute a member. 

5th. The subscription of ten pounds 
at one time shall constitute a member 
for life. 

6th. A committee of fifteen mem- 
bers, lesident in Dublin, together 
with the tieasurer and secretaries, sha'l 
be appointed to conduct the business 
of the society, three of whom to be 
a quorum. 

7th. The committee shall have the 
management of the monies ot the 
society with the exception of the 
funded poperty, (hey shall fill up 
any vacancies which may occur in 
their own body, shall have the power 
of appointing country members of 
the committee, and of calling extra- 
ordinary general meetings of the 
society when expedient, giving a fort- 
night's notice ot the time, place and 
object of such meeting. 

8th. The committee shall meet 
once a month or of tener if necessary. 
10th The society shall hold their 
annual meeting on the last Tuesday 
in >iovembei, when the accounts of 
tne preceding year and the repot t of 
the committee shall be presented. 



12th. An annual report of the pro- 
ceedings of the society, w th an ac- 
count of the state of- tne funds and a- 
list of the subscriber shall be publi- 
shed. 
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We have procured for the information 
of our Headers t> additional Reports, 
from the Mi to the 1 Oth inclusive, of the 
Commissioners of the Board of Edu- 
cation in It eland. We sultjoin the 
4th nn the Diocestn free shoo/s. 
The others sliall be given in sue 
cession. 

FOURTH RFPORT FROM THE COMMIS- 
SIONS RS OF THE UOAR1) OF EDUCA- 
TION, IN IRELAND. ACT 46 GEO. III. 
DIOCESAN FREE SCHOOLS. 

TO his grace Charles Duke of 
Richmond and Lenox, &c. &c. 
&c. Lord Leutenant General and 
General Governor of Ireland. 
May it Please your Grace. 

We the undersigned Commisioners, 
appointed for inquiring into the se- 
veial funds and revenues granted for 
the purposes of education, and into 
the state and condition of all schools 
in Ireland upon public or charitable 
foundations, in pursuance of the poweis 
vested in us, beg leave to submit to 
your grace our tepoit upon the pie- 
smt state of the diocesan Itee schools of 
Ireland. 

The diocesan fi ee school*, wereestab. 
hshed under the acthonty ot an act 
passed in the 12 Eliz c. I. winch 
enacted, that theie should be a liee 
school in eveiy diocese in lieland; 
that the lord deputy or other < hiet go- 
vernor or governor.,, lor the time 
being, should appoint the shoulmasteis 
in eveiy diocese except tlioseof Ar- 
magh, Dublin, Meath, and Kildare, 
ot which the lespective aichbishops 
and bishops weie to appoint l he mas- 
ters, that the school-house for eveiy 
diocese should be erected in lliepnu- 
cipal shire town of the diocese, at 
the costs and charges of the whole 
d'ocese, without lespect of freedoms, 
by the device and oversight of the 
oidmaries of each diocese (oi the 
vicais general side vavanle) and the 
sbeiiff of thesbiie; that the lord de- 
puty or other chief governor, with 
and by the advice of thepuvycoun- 
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procure for a yearly rentor otherwise ; 
and fuitbef empowering the grand 
jury of each cooiity to present, fi om 
time to Utile, such sums as they 
should find reasonable for their ies- 
pective proportion towards building 
01 repamng the school-houses in their 
counties., to be levied on the whole 
or such pait tbeieof as are situated 
in each respective diocese. Under 
this act a considerable impiovement ap- 
pears to have taken place in the 
state of diocesan schools, but as pre- 
sentments for the dirfetent propor- 
tions of each county in the seveiaf 
dioceses were found extremely in- 
convenient, it not impracticable, the 
grand jury of each county, nr which 
a diocesan school is situated, were, 
by an act of 29th George J I. em- 
poweied to present sums to be le- 
vied on the whole county for building 
or repainng the school-house; still 
however there are several dioceses 
unpiouded with proper school houses, 
and some without any, and the ge- 
neral benefit derived from the whole 
institution is far fiom corresponding 
with the intention of the legislature, 
or even with the number ot schools 
actually kept or supposed to be so. 
It appears from an abstract of the 
letQrus, made from the several dioceses, 
and herewith submitted to your grace, 
that out of the whole number, tmrty- 
four. composing twenty two archbi- 
shops, and bishopncks, only ten sue 
provided with diocesan school-houses 
in tolerable i epair ; in three others 
the houses are either out of repair 
or otherwise insufficient, and the re- 
mainder are wholly unprovided, and 
the masters ot such schools as are 
kept in them either rent houses for 
tne purposes, or aie accommodated 
in other ways. Butit appears from the 
same returns that in some of them 
no diocesan school is kept at all, and 
in otheis no effective one; and that 
the whole number of effective schools 
in all the dioceses together is only 
thirteen, and that the whole number 
ot sciiolais in all the schools together 
does not exceed 3SO. In the greater 
part of the dioceses in which no 
school is kept theie is no contribu- 
tion tiom the cleigy for the payment 
of a mastei ; but in some instances 
the saiaiy is actually paid by the 



cil, should according to the quantity 
and quality of each diocese appoint 
such yeatly pensijn, salary or stipend 
lor eveiy shootmastei as he should 
think convenient, whereof the ordina- 
ries of every diocese should.pay year- 
ly for ever the third pait, and the 
parsons, vicars, prebendaries, and 
other ecclesiastical persons should pay 
the other two parts by an equal con 
tribution, to be made by the ordi- 
naries ; and that all churcnes, parso- 
nages, vicarages, and other ecclesiasti- 
cal' livings, that have come by any 
title whatsoever to the possession of 
the queen or any of her progenitors 
should be charged with this payment 
and contnbution, in whose hands or 
possessionjsoeverthe) are or shall come. 
It appears that free schools weie 
actually established under this act m 
most, if not all, of the dioceses in 
Ireland, many of which continue to 
exist at this time ; but at no time do 
the appear to have fully answered the 
put poses of their institution; befoie 
the restoration indeed we have not 
been able to find any account of 
them, but from the state of the king- 
dom it is not piobable they weie 
either regularly kept or usefully con- 
ducted ; soon after that event a com- 
mission, appeals to have been issued 
by the Loi-i Lieutenant and council, 
directing the bishops of the seveial 
dioceses to cairy the act of the 12. 
EI12. into effect, and for that purpose 
to applot the sums to be paid out of 
the different ecclesiastical livings in 
each diocese for the stipend or salai y 
of tne diocesan school masters, which 
was accordingly done in many, and 
perhaps in all the dioceses; but if 
shools weie at that time generally set 
on toot, they appear to have been of 
little public utility, partly from the 
want of proper school houses, and 
other accommodations ;or the masters. 
In the 12th George 1. an act was 
passed empowering archbishops, bi- 
shops, &c. to set apart an acre of 
ground, out of any lands belonging to 
them, for the site of a free school, 
to be approved of by the chief go- 
vernor for the time being ; and di- 
recting, that until such ground be set 
out the school should be kept in such 
convenient place as the archbishop or 
bishop ot the diocese should be able to 
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clergy to an nominal master, who 
either keeps no school at all, or one 
on a different foundation, in which 
the diocesan is wholly absoibed. 

These irregularities and defects in 
the present state of the diocesan schools 
appear to have arisen from various 
causes, in which there is little or no 
.ground for supposing the backward* 
ness or inattention of the bishops and 
clergy to have had any share ; the utter 
unadequacy of the stipend, which 
is or should be collected for the 
maintenance ofthe master, and which 
in no single diocese exceeds £40. 
per annum, and in some is so low as 
«£25 would alone account for the non- 
existence or discontinuance of these 
schools, except in situations other- 
wise advantageous, and where grarn- 
tnai schools would therefore be estab- 
lished and flourish without the aid 
ot so iucousideiable an endowment, 
in several instances the establishment 
of other schools in their immediate 
vicinity with ample endowments, and 
on more enlarged foundations, has 
either wholly superseded them, or 
as we have already intimated has 
swallowed them up. 

Such being the actual state of these 
schools, it may seem to be doubt- 
ful whether a system should be con- 
tinued, which in its principal appears 
not altogether equitable, and has never 
been found efficient in practice ; 
which is not called for by the pre- 
sent state of society, and, considered 
as a tax on the clergy, operates very 
partially and unequally, twelve out 
of tlvrty tour dioceses contributing 
nothing towards its object At the 
period of its first establishment, the 
state of this country was such as to 
require some effectual provisions tor 
the education even ot thfe upper and 
middle classes, and as that of the 
lower order had been imposed on the 
parochial clergy by the a»tb of Hen- 
ry VI 11. the same policy was pur- 
sued on the 12th ot Eli?, and it was 
pei haps the wisest which in the cir- 
cumstances of the times could have 
been adopted; at the present day it 
appears to be both unnecessary and 
ineffectual. If however it should be 
deemed imprudent to abandon alto- 
gether long established foundations, 

BELFAST MAC. NO. XXIV. 



which however imperfect or iriade* 
quate are still productive of some 
advantage, we take the liberty of le- 
comniendmg the adoption of measures 
for rendering them more useful and 
efficient, and placing then? under 
such regolations that evt.y diocese 
may contribute its proportion lowards 
their establishment and support ; for 
these purposes we beg leave to sug- 
gest, that instead of requiring a school 
to be kept in every diocese, which 
has been already found impracticable, 
a certain number only should be es- 
tabhhed in every pi ov nice, to be 
supported out of the contributions 
flora each diocese in the province; 
or, if it should be found more con- 
venient, out of a general fund con- 
sisting of contributions fiom all the 
dioceses in every province. Suppos- 
ing the whole number of schools thus 
established to be twelve, and that 
the average contnbution of the 34 
dioceses was ,£36, the endowment of 
each school would be <£\Q2 per an. 
nuin ; but it is piesunu d the ave- 
rage might be laised to ^40 without 
bearing haid on the cltigy, especi- 
ally if impropnelors weie obliged to 
contribute, and if the sons ot the 
poorer clergy and curates were to be 
admitted into the schools as free 
scholais; in fixing on the situation 
for the schools, legard should be had 
pi'incpally to the want ot proper 
giammai schoolsinthe dill'eient disti icts 
in each piovince, and, as far as might 
be, to the continuance of the best of 
the diocesan schools all e'ady existing ; 
by the acts ofthe 12th George I. and 
SJyth George 11. provision is made 
for building and repairing diocesan 
school-houses ; and _ in the act which 
would be necessary for the purpose; 
here suggested they might be so a- 
inended,asloapplyand!beaccommodat- 
ed to that put pose, and provision might 
be made fur putting them in force. 
Council Chambet , Dublin Cattle, ? 

Apul 2W, 1809. J (.Siirnrd,) 

W. Armaoh. (l. s.) 

Gfo. Hall, Piovost (l. s^) 

Jas. Vekshovle, i / s 

Dean of St. Pati \ckK J l t# "•> 

R, Lovell Edobworth. (l. s.) 

James Whithlaw. (l. s ) 

Win. Dunhy. (l. ».) 
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APPEN- 

Abstractor *Hg returns o* tjtz diocesan 



DIOCESES. 



SCHOOLS WHfcREKEPT, 



Armagh 

Dublin and Glandelagb . 
1'uam 

and 

Aidagb 

Casbel ....... 

and 

Eiiiiy ..*.... 

Kildare 

Down / . 

and 
Connor . ..... 

Leighlin 

and 

Ferns • . 

Elphin ....... 

Meath 

limerick 

Ardfert 

and 

Agha.loe 

KiUala and Achonry . . 
Clonfert and Kilmaeduagh 
Killaloe and Kilfenoia . 
Wateiford and Liijinore . 

Deny 

Droiuore . . .... 

Cork 

and 

Rom 

CJogber 

Cloyiie , 

Osaory 

Raphoe ... . . , 



No diocesan school 
No diocesan school 
In the town ofTuam 

Kept at Longford 
Kept at Cashel 

None 
Kept at Naas 
Kept at Pownpatrick 



Kept at Carlow 

Kept near Wexford 

Kept at Elphin 
In the town of Trim 

No school kept 
Kept at castle island, 
in an house formerly a 
charter school-bouse 

No diocesan school 
No diocesan school 

KeptmKilIalne 

No diocesan school 

Kept at Derry 

Kept at Ewomora 

K^ept in the city- ttf Cork 

ra'tbe master's otvnbouse 

Kept at Ross Carbery 

Kept at Monajhan 

Kept at Cloyne 

In the college 

No diocesan school 



PATRONS. 



Archbishop of Tustm 

Archbishop of Tuam 

Lord Lieutenant 



Lord bishop of Kildare 
lord Lieutenant 

lord Lieutenant 
Lord Lieutenant 

Lord lieutenant 

Lord Lieutenant 

Lord Bishop of Meath 

Lord Lieutenant 

Lord Lieutenant 



Lord Lieutenant 

Lord Lieutenant 

Lord Lieutenant 

lord Lieutenant 

Lord Lieutenant 

Lord Lieutenant 

Lord Lieutenant 

Lord Lieutenant 
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DIX. 



SCHOOLS, MADE TO THE BOARD OFEDOCATIOK, 1808, 1 8P9. 



& boast and rood of 
Ground 



SCHOOL-HOUSbS. 



MASTERS. 



House small, and in a 
ruinous state 

Noiclmol house 



A house in very good re» 
pair, and a garden 

No house 



Ha house, a small plot 
of ground 

A house in good order 



Anew house, and one- 
fourth acre of ground 
A good house, and 15 
acres of land 

A school house in good 

repair 
An old school-house in 

ruins 



House partly in repair 



A small house and gar 
den 



A house granted by/ the 

corporation of Dcrry 

No house, an acre of 

and 

Ho house 



$0 house 

i\ school house begun 12 
years ago, hut never 

finished 

A' thatched cabin in 

tolerable repair 



None 



Rcr. J. Lawless 

Rev. f. Irwin 
Rev. J. Torrem 

Rev. J. Harrison 
Rev.*. Wilde 

Rev. R. Dobbs 
Rev. A. W. ptllaghan 

Rev.T.M'Gomery 
Rev. w. Smith 

Rev J. Hamilton 
Vacant 

Rev. J. Malum 



Re". A. Allen 



SALARIES. 



£. t. d. 

28 4 9 

S3 — 

40- — 



Salary 407. but only 847. 
is collected 

30/. paid by the bishop, 
rlergv, and a few im- 
proprietors 

40 — 

857. iratonly 15f, is cot 
lected 



SO- 
SO paid by bishop and 

10,, be quest [clergy 

ToTT 

40.-- 

39 per annum the salary 
appointed 

$0 per annum p4d by 
bishop and clergy 



rFree scholars , 
i Day scholars 
C Boarders . 

r Free scholars 
i Boarders . 
CDay scholars 

J Free scholars 
Boarders . 
Day scholars 

5 Free Scholars 
Boarders 
Day scholars 
rFree scholars 
i Boarders . 
CDay scholars 



Rev. J. Knox <° 

„ _ _ 22 salary, and the profit 

Rev. F. Burrows* fent oS lj K acre of sf-liooi 

land 



Rev. a. Lee 



Rev, O. Armstrong 
Rev. S. Moffat 



Rev. W Butler 
Rev. Dr. park, master 
of the endowed schousV 
called the college, re- t 
celvesthe salary 

Chief Secretary's office, Dublin Castle, ibth March 1810. 



30, 



30 



CO — - 

30 — - 



30 



NUMBER OF SCHOLARS, 



rFree scholars 
1 Boarders . . 
CDay scholars 
rFree scholars 
i Boarders . 
CDay scholars . 
rFree scholars. 
J Boarders . 
CDay scholars , 

J Free scholars . 
Boarders . . 
Day scholars . 

r Free scholars . 
1 Boarders . . 
C Day scholars . 



IS 



10 
10 



8 

20 

30 

7 

2 

it 



14 

8 

22 
8 



? Free scholars . . . . — 
Boarders . .... IS 
Day scholars . ... IS 

rfioarders 37 

i Day scholars .... 31 
C of whom S arc free scholars 
r Free scholars . . . . — 

•f Boarders ^~ 

CDay scholars . - . . 6 
r Free scholars .,.,... 
3 Boarders . .,,,..• 
C pay scholars . . . , 70 
rFree scholars ........ 

i Boarders ..... 1, 

CDav schntar* ...... 

rFree scholars .... % 

i Day scliolars ... 6 
C Boarders e 

5 Free scholars .,.,«- 
Boarders — 
Day scholars .... SO 
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